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PHARMACY 471 -- INTEGRATED STUDIES III
Course Coordinator: Sarah J. Miller, Office SB 330
Phone: 243-5787
E-Mail: sarah.miller@umontana.edu
Course Facilitators: Larry Dent – Wed. 102
Ngan Vi Bellew – Wed. 111
Alicia Byrd – Mon. 102
Sarah Miller – Mon. 111; Thurs. 270
Carla Gren – Tues. 270
In Integrated Studies III students meet weekly for up to 2 hours in small discussion groups to
explore issues and hone their communication skills. Some sessions will be case-based discussions,
whereas in other sessions, the groups will be divided further and these sub-groups will make
presentations to their peers. In general, there will be some preparation time (1-2 hours) required of
the student prior to the session. Each student is expected to participate actively in each session. A
short written assignment at the end of some sessions may be used to help evaluate the student’s
understanding of the knowledge and skills emphasized in the session.
SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS:
1. You should begin now to locate a news release that you see or hear on radio, TV, newspaper,
magazine, Internet news service, or some other lay press source relating to nutrition, obesity/body
weight, wellness, or nonprescription drug therapy. Locate the article in a medical journal upon
which the news release was based. (Frequently the news release will tell in which journal the article
was published or will give the name of a lead author; use of Medline or even a Google search
should help you in locating the article.) Submit the topic you have chosen, along with the journal
citation, to your Integrated Studies facilitator no later than Sept. 26th. If 2 or more people in the
same Integrated Studies section submit the same journal citation, the one who turns the topic in first
will be allowed to use the article for this assignment, whereas the other(s) will be asked to locate
another article. You will present an oral summary (5-10 minutes) of your topic/article in Integrated
Studies the week of October 6th; a one page handout should also be prepared and brought for
distribution to your classmates the day of the presentation.
2. Changes of Aging Session (Oct. 20)- Students will interview an older individual (over 65) to
learn about the changes this person has experienced as he or she has aged. Those changes would
include the physical, social, and emotional dimensions and will tie in with units being presented in
Phar 451 Therapeutics I on aging. It is suggested that the student interview the senior that they
worked with in Phar 309 and 310 last year, but you can select a different person if necessary or
desirable. The interview should be done as a face to face exercise rather than as a phone interview.
Students will be given an interview guide and further information prior to the actual interview. Each
student will present and discuss their interview experience in Integrated Studies.
Grading: Pass/Not Pass
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION ARE MINIMAL REQUIREMENTS FOR A
PASSING GRADE. You are expected to attend the session to which you are assigned. Small
group assignments will sometimes be disrupted if you change sessions. Work is NOT an

excuse for changing or missing sessions. Any changes in sessions must be approved by the
course coordinator (Sarah Miller); changes are more likely to be approved if they are
requested a week or more in advance. If acute illness precludes your attending a session,
please contact Sarah Miller ASAP; if you miss a session early in the week, it may be
possible to attend a session later in the week. If you miss a session because of illness and are
unable to attend another session later in the week, a make-up assignment must be arranged
through the facilitator of your session.
Goals:
Facilitate the development of professional skills needed to practice pharmaceutical care.
1.
Communication skills
a.
Spoken
i)
Small group discussion
ii)
Argument/debate; formulating and defending opinions
iii)
Counseling and patient education
b.
Written
i)
Drug information responses
ii)
Formal and informal consultations
iii)
Ethics scenarios
Thinking skills
a.
Analytical skills
b.
Critical thinking
c.
Decision making
Problem solving skills
a.
Problem recognition
b.
Problem solving
c.
Implementing resolutions
Organizational skills
a.
Data organization
2.
Integrate and apply knowledge and information from various disciplines.
3.
Synthesize new information from existing knowledge to solve pharmaceutical care
problems.
4.
Illustrate the application of course work to pharmaceutical care situations.
5.
Nurture a professional attitude and sense of responsibility to the patient.
Tentative Course schedule:
Week of:

Aug. 25 – QuEST SCHOLAR introduction
Sept. 1 – No Integrated Studies
Sept. 8 –Infant diarrhea, anorexia nervosa
Sept. 15 – Nutrition in pregnancy, geriatric nutrition
Sept. 22 – Healthy heart, functional foods
Sept. 29 – Weight control
Oct. 6 – Ophthalmic, “Lay press” presentations
Oct. 13 – Drug-food interactions, oral health
Oct. 20 – Changes of aging*

Oct 27 – Pregnancy/lactation, pediatrics
Nov. 3 – No Integrated Studies
Nov. 10 – No Integrated Studies
Nov. 17 – Nicotine addiction
Nov. 24 – No Integrated Studies
Dec. 1 – Dermatology, evaluations
Disabilities: Students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodations in this course. To
request course modifications, please contact Sarah Miller as soon as possible. She will work with
you and Disability Services in the accommodation process. For more information, visit the
Disability Services website at http://www.umt.edu/dss/ or call 406.243.2243 (Voice/Text).
Academic misconduct: All students must practice academic honesty. Academic misconduct is
subject to an academic penalty by the course instructor and/or a disciplinary sanction by the
University.
All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code. The Code is available for review
online at http://www.umt.edu/SA/VPSA/index.cfm/page/1321.

